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  2016 Officers 

  Commodore…………..Marvin Verble  

  Vice Commodore.…....Gregg Henry 

  Rear Commodore…......Ben Bowen 

  Treasurer……....……….Linda Gossett 

  Secretary…..Rosemary Chelick-Mahon  

  2016 Governing Board 

    Mike Sawzak 

    Jim O’Hara 

    Luis Oliviera 

    Paul Hinden 

 2016 Committee Chairs 

Crew Pool……………………….…..Open 

Cruising …………..……….Gregg Henry               

Fleet Captain 420s  …………... Open 

Fleet Captain Sunfish ..Luis Oliveira 

Legislative…………………….……. Open 

Membership…...............Phil Decker 

Nominating………...………..Jim Webb 

Ocean Race ……………………..…Open 

Program……………...………..Jim Webb 

Ship’s Store ….……….John Edmonds 

Social …...Rosemary Chelick-Mahon 

Tiller Tales Editor….....Kay Harrison 

Trophy………………….…….Debra Case  

Website…………….……….Ben Bowen  

  

REMINDER 

Our calendar is published 

on the GSC web site,  

www.gulfstreamsailingclub.org  

FROM THE BRIDGE  -  MARVIN VERBLE, 2016 COMMODORE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Tiller Tales  
    Gulfstream Sailing Club                        March 2016 

I am honored to have been elected Commodore of Gulfstream Sailing 
Club in this our 59th year and, with the support of the GSC Governing 
Board and our committee volunteers, I will do my best to maintain the 
many proud traditions of this organization.   Remember though, one per-
son cannot make this club great; it takes the continuing participation of 
all our members to make our club interesting and enjoyable.  Be active.   

I have been sailing for the past 35 years including having lived aboard my 
vessel for 5 of those years.  My many experiences include sailing and ex-
ploring all of the Bahamas, the US Virgin Islands, the British Virgin Islands, 
Belize, Honduras, Mexico, the Florida Keys and the Gulf of Mexico.  I also 
traveled the Caribbean extensively as a commercial pilot. 

I met my wife while working as a commercial chief pilot in 1982, and we 
were married in 1984. I introduced her to sailing, and together we have  

Continued on page 2 



 2 

   

 

 

FROM THE BRIDGE— CONTINUED 

SECRETARY’S REPORT—ROSEMARY CHELICK-MAHON 

The minutes for the General Meetings of GSC are now available on the web. 

MEMBERSHIP— PHIL DECKER  

Names Phone Numbers Boat Type 

Joseph &Sheryl Kelly (and Skylah, 4) 706-575-3454  Beneteau 34, Island Gal 

Joseph & Dina Haykov  561-827-6948   

Continued from page 1 

done some cruising although her favorite sailing activity 
is racing. We have participated in at least 15 Columbus 
Day regattas and other races in Biscayne Bay down by 
Miami.  

I am a U.S. Coast Guard certified captain rated for up to 
50 tons.  My career was as a commercial pilot and chief 
pilot, which also added to my sailing navigation skills.  

As Commodore I intend to emphasize “on the water ac-
tivities” for our members and guests to include more 
social sailing, raft ups, and cruising as well as racing.  
Whenever possible, I would like to see more of our so-
cial activities take place on the water. 

I want to thank all our members for giving me the op-
portunity to be your Commodore.  I welcome any and 
all feedback and positive criticism which would help me 
to improve and grow GSC.   

Your Commodore,  

Marvin Verble  

GSC would like to welcome the following new members to our club.  Please add these members’ numbers to 

your 2016 GSC directory, and say hello at our next meeting or social event!If your email, phone, or address 
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CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY 
January 23, 2016 



 4 

Yes!  We were in a sailboat race from Miami to Ha-
vana, Cuba. Of  course for us it was really just the 
extreme desire to sail over to Cuba.  We had talked 
about it a year earlier, 4 captains in our sailing  club 
wanted to go, then the Captains, one by one, 
backed out. No insurance and the possible confisca-
tion of their boats on the return to the US played a 
big factor.  

This year there was an organized race from Miami 
to Havana; safety in numbers!  We all jumped on 
that.  Originally about 60 boats signed up. The Cap-
tains would have a lot of  paperwork to complete. 
Cost would be $500 per sailboat. Requirements 

were at least 4 persons on board, life raft, PHRF Rating ($50) Performance Handicap Racing Fleet, the "Find 
My Spot" locator device  ($150 per year) and the Homeland Security Sticker. There were waivers involved, of 
course, and initially it was thought there was an insurance company that would cover us.  That insurance 
company backed out just prior to the start of the race.  Oh well. Living on the edge most of the captains de-
cided to go for it regardless.  

The evening prior to the race they held a Skipper's Meeting at the 
Coral Reef Yacht Club in Miami.  It was a great time to connect with 
others we knew from various sailing clubs and sailors from across the 
country who had come down for the race. There were some boats 
from as far away as California, Texas, Illinois, Michigan, New York 
and Canada.  They had great hats and t-shirts for us to purchase. 
Each captain was given two caps. The evening event was sponsored 
by Mount Gay Rum so it was flowing freely. Great rum punches!  

The next day we were set to start our race at 1:25 pm. It was great 
fun seeing all the boats out there deploying spinnakers and jockeying 
for the best position to cross the starting line.  First group, IRC left at  1:05. Each group followed at 5 minute 

intervals, PHRF A, PHRF B, PHRF C, then us, PHRF D.  Of course 
the winds  died just as we were to approach the start line. Off 
like a herd of  turtles at less than 3 knots!  But nothing really 
mattered; we were just in it for the fun and adventure of sail-
ing to Cuba.  

So we headed down toward the Keys down towards Summer-
land Key turning towards Cuba 24 hours later.  It was 3-4 hours 
later, winds died once again, we were making 1 to 2 knots and 
no one else in sight.  The Captain decided to turn on the en-
gine. I was thrilled!  Keeping in mind I usually hate hearing the 
engine and that would disqualify us from the race!  It would 

A HEARTWARMING MISSION TO CUBA 
By Karen Foster 

Continued on Page 5 
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Mission to Cuba — Continued  

have taken us forever. The Gulf-
stream started really beating us up. 
My only mission was to get to Cuba 
by Sailboat and deliver the toys!  
We wanted to get there before the 
parties started too! There were pig 
roasts and other events planned. 
We didn't want to miss out on the 
fun. 

We all arrived safely in Cuba!  42 
boats from Miami. It was one hell of 
a ride.  It could best be described as 
a being in a human washing ma-
chine.  Thank goodness it was always dry below.  It's the only time in my life when I believe I got battered 
and bruised while sleeping during our 3 hour break from our shift. Crossing the Gulf Stream is no easy feat 
especially when the winds are working against you.   

It was cold (45 degrees) stiff winds gusting up to 35 knots.  The nights were so dark you could barely distin-
guish the turbulent sea from the black skies except for the stars! There were millions of stars visible, helping 
to guide the way.  So incredibly beautiful! I have never longed for sunrise to come as I did during our two 
nights at sea. Captain Jim McBrayer and I did the 4:00 am to 7:00 am shift.  Poor Jim was at the helm 95%  of 
the time since I'm so dyslexic and terrible at the helm. He is very patient and an incredible sailor.  I am very 
impressed with his abilities, so regardless of the conditions I’m totally comfortable.   

The toughest part of our crossing was when Jim decided we needed to drop our double reefed mainsail.  We 
were getting 35 knot winds and the boat was rocking side to side, alternating the water coming up to the toe 
rail on each side of the boat about every 6 seconds.  Beam to beam. The swells were 8-10 foot.  It was very 
dark and Jim was going to climb out of the safety of the cockpit and head to the mast to pull down the 
sail.  We were always tethered, but Jim being so tall and a bit awkward, made me nervous by insisting it 
would be him to go forward.  My only thought was if he went overboard he'd be dragging for awhile before I 

would be able to do anything to help.  I, on 
the other hand, am short and very agile. I'm 
like a monkey and can get around real 
well.  It was at this point that I said no!  Let's 
get Stan up.  Stan Dekiel. There was no way 
in hell I wanted to be left in the cockpit 
alone with the captain dangling over the 
lifelines! 

We got Stan up and he took the helm. Jim 
latched on to the jacklines and crawled for-
ward.  I latched on immediately behind him, 
preparing to, at any instance, lunge forward 

Continued on Page 6 
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and grab him if need be.  He did great! Only once did he 
lose his balance.  No need for me to try to rescue this 
Captain.   

Once the mainsail was down we continued our slow pro-
gress; less than one nautical mile per hour.  Although, if 
you looked overboard it seemed like we were doing 20-30 
knots as the water rushed by us.  The Gulf Stream is re-
lentless.   

It was always such a welcoming feeling to know that once 
the sun was up we could head to our berth and bounce 
around from side to side, hoping not to get more 
batttered and bruised. 

We were so glad to be safe in Cuba!  We were having a 
great time!  What?  You couldn't figure that out?  It was just another fabulous adventure. 

Part Two: Arriving in Cuba 
Sun set while we were 6 nautical miles from Marina Hemingway, but we were comfortably cruising up the 
coast.  We had hoped to make landfall during daylight hours into our unknown (to us) harbor. Suddenly the 
engine quit.  Total surprise to our Captain; there should have been plenty of fuel left.  We added the fuel 
from a spare can on our deck and tried the engine again.  No luck.  Jim and Ben Steiner, a crew member from 
Steamboat Springs, went below to check out the engine.  Stan took the helm. Amid all the confusion The 
Grand, another sailing vessel from our club was hailing us.  They were 10 nautical miles out and were trying 
to raise the dockmaster or the race committee on the radio to get an escort into the harbor.  Stan let them 
know we were about a mile from the harbor with no engine. They understood their urgency was less than 
our current situation. It would have been extremely difficult given the current wind conditions trying to sail 
into a marina and docking without an engine; but doable.   

Meanwhile below Captain Jim and Ben cleaned water out of the separator and bled the fuel line.  Voila!  We 
were back in business.  Funny how suddenly the hum of the engine was enjoyable.  We usually prefer its si-
lence.   

All four of us, Captain Jim, myself, Stan and Ben were on deck watching for the sea buoy to the entrance of 
the harbor.  We repeatedly called the Harbormaster and the race committee for assistance to no avail.  Final-
ly Sunset Dreams, another sailing vessel in the race, already at the dock, answered our call.  It was just nice to 
hear from somebody.  We had started to wonder if somehow our radio was now out.   

Some how we had all missed the sea buoy!  We had to back track.  Ben and I went forward with spot lights 
trying to determine the channel into the harbor and to customs.  It was a little confusing when the dock mas-
ter finally came on the radio and gave us the landmarks to look for.   

We safely docked at customs around 8:30 pm almost 55 hours since the start of the race in Miami.  After we 
got secured to our dock and plugged into power we raised a glass to celebrate before putting the dinghy in 
the water to go out and assist The Grand and escort them in.  

See Part 3 in the June Issue of Tiller Tales! 

A HEARTWARMING MISSION TO CUBA 
Continued from page 5 
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HILLSBORO SAILING CLUB CIRCLE RAFT-UP 

Some GSC members took part in the annual Circle Raft-up with the Hillsboro Inlet Sailing Club. Pictured: Andrea Keyser & Charles 

Biancardi. A total of 43 boats rafted up. 

In the September GSC General meeting, Paul Jehlen asked 

me if I would be interested in a race to Havana aboard 

"Unexpected Pleasure." Having been an avid traveler, I told 

him "yes."  And the journey to Cuba was started. 

In the months following he put his crew together that 

would be making the journey to Cuba. The crew turned out 

to be from various levels and types of experience in sailing. 

There were 4 members from GSC:  Paul Jehlen,  Diana Rogersen,  Erick Lynch and myself. We 

had a father and son team from Wisconsin, Ken and Mike Tennant, and their friend Craig 

Young.  All three were sailboat racers. In addition were Diana's sister Francine Lemire and her 

boyfriend Paul Cadieux. Also joining us was a couple from Miami, Carlos Cuervo and his wife 

Marianna Cuervo.  

The race started on February 10 at 1pm, and 

we arrived in Marina Hemingway in Havana 

on February 12 at 8:36am, for a total of 43 

hours and 21 minutes. None of us on the crew 

had ever done any long voyages like that. We 

arrived tired but exhilarated, to have just par-

ticipated in a race to a country that had not 

taken place in 50 years. Let’s hope this is a 

start of new destination that we can all visit in 

the near future. 

TRIP TO CUBA: AN UNEXPECTED PLEASURE 
By Paul Hinden 
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 After cruising northern New England for a long time, 
Kay Harrison and I sailed down the Intracoastal Waterway 
(“ICW”) to Fort Lauderdale on Catmandu, our Catalina 27. We 
have cruised here for two summers so far. I have found there 
are huge differences between cruising up north and cruising 
south Florida. Here are my top three lessons learned. 

 1. Lightning! Florida is the lightning capital of the US, 

which I knew before I arrived. More people are killed by light-
ning in Florida than any other state. Now consider that the 
sport of sailing involves traveling along a very flat part of the 
country under a very tall metal pole, and one could reasonably 

conclude that sailors are just asking to get hit by lightning. 

 We had bad thunderstorms back in New England as well, but there were reliable ways 
to determine if a thunderstorm is headed your way. Checking the weather radar on a smart 
phone is the best way, since everyone knows which direction the weather comes from and it is 
easy to see if you are in its path. Another way is that the National Weather Service would send 
an alert that causes an alarm on the 
boat’s VHF radio which would then 
tune the radio to its thunderstorm 
warning on the WX channel. Also, in 
the old days, one could also turn on an 
AM radio and listen for crackling 
sounds that indicate lightning. Things 
are different in Florida. 

 In Florida, thunderstorms don’t 
just travel down to you from upwind in 
a predictable way like they do in New 
England. There is so much heat and 
moisture and energy in the atmos-
phere that thunderstorms actually 
form and grow over your head while 
you are sailing. Several times I have 
waited in port for a storm to pass, only to have another one sprout and emerge fully grown 
right on top of me. I have experienced many close calls of lightning strikes very close to me, 
but luckily I have never been hit. 

 What should one do to avoid being hit by lighting, or to survive being hit? I do not have 
the definitive answer, but I have some common sense practices, and have done some research 
that I try to follow on my boat. My first strategy is the “buddy system.” If I cannot get into port 
right away, travel with or anchor near a boat with a taller mast. My other strategy that I 
learned from online research is to go below, unplug all the antennae and electronic devices 
you can, and avoid metal objects by staying in the middle of the cabin.  

LESSONS LEARNED BY A NEW FLORIDA SAILOR 
By Phil Decker, Membership Chair 
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LESSONS LEARNED—CONTINUED 
By Phil Decker 

 

2. Bring your own pump-out adapter. Most cruising sailboats 

have a holding tank that should be pumped out regularly. Pump-
out facilities at most marinas on the East Coast provide a hose that 
has a cone fitting at the end of their hose that will fit almost any 
size of deck fitting on a boat. But not in Florida. We have been 
pumped out at many different marinas, and most of them in Flori-
da have no adapter at all at the end of their hose, and they expect 
boaters to provide their own. Since I did not have one when I ar-
rived, I would have to improvise by making a cone out of neoprene or whatever material I 
have on hand and will not want to use again. I mean, when you gotta go, you gotta go! I 
shopped around and could not find the 1.5 inch diameter adapter that fits my deck fitting at 
West Marine, Sailorman,  Defender, or other retailers. I got mine at the Walmart RV Depart-
ment, and I treat it like treasure. 

3. You cannot get block ice in South Florida. People, if there is one thing South Florida mari-

nas and grocery stores could learn from the rest of the country, it is that block ice lasts a lot 
longer than cubes. Like most boats the size of Catmandu, we have an ice box and do not have 
powered refrigeration. Up north, we would get a block of ice and a bag of cubes every two or 
three days, which would be entirely sufficient. One cannot get block ice in South Florida, and a 
bag of ice cubes lasts less than a day in the Florida summer heat. I have given up searching, 
and have resorted to making my own block ice. I bought plastic storage bins and make ice 
blocks with them in my freezer at home. I have to start freezing them about a week before a 
cruise. 

GULFSTREAM RACING 
By Linda Gossett, Treasurer 

It is a joyful thing to see lots of boats at the 
starting line for a club race!  When I joined the 
club in 1986, we had as many as 10 boats per 
start in 3 different classes.  It is my hope that we 
will get back up to that many this year.  I see new 
members coming out ready to race.  We will be 
having a meeting very soon for all skippers to get 
feedback on what your racing preferences 
are.  Do you want longer coastal races or shorter 
buoys races?  If we get enough boats out there 
we can split the group into a couple of clas-
ses.  This is going to be an exciting year for rac-
ing, so get on board and join in on the fun! 
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CRUISE AROUND THE BUOYS 
By Gregg Henry 

Due to a lack of interest in a race committee, a bunch of us went 
sailing. On Saturday, Feb. 27th, we had our first “Cruise Around 
the Buoys” event.  

Five boats made the event and six boats came to the raft-up 
awards banquet after. 

It was c-c-c-cold Saturday morning, but the sea was flat and the 
wind good. We had to start a little later than planned because of 
a freighter in the way. It was a good start with all cruisers fairly 
close together. The wind was fluky, but good until noonish then 
it started to drop. 

We sailed north to the southernmost dive/fishing buoy and back to R2-G3 where we ended. 
Then off to the raft-up. 

Who won? Because this was not a race, there was not a winner and not a loser. Just a boat 
that got back first, a boat that got back last and three boats in between. It was a good event 
and did what we wanted to do… Go Sailing! It got us all off the dock, some for the first time in 
our waters. 
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BROWARD CUP: MARCH 13, 2016 

UPCOMING EVENTS: GULFSTREAM REGATTA 2016 

Committee members: Linda Gossett, Dave Wallace, Luis Oliveira, Ross Hunton, Astrid Hunton. Also helping is 

Betty Lou Webb and Janis Walkow as prize procurers. 

 

The committee to make the Gulfstream Regatta a good one this year is in place and doing a 

kick rear-end job!  We have Randy Adams boat as our race committee boat, Roman Gastesi 

has volunteered his boat as the marks boat and Paul Hinden is taking Franz Walkow out as our 

photographer.  I’m now looking for people to crew these boats, if you are willing to help out, 

please let Linda Gossett know. 

The regatta will be held April 16.    Registration forms are available at the meeting and by con-

tacting Linda Gossett or Marvin Verble.  Cost is $45 per boat.  After Race party will be held at 

Briney’s Pub.  

The 2016 Broward cup was a big success with 17 boats showing up to race 
out of 27 boats who registered. GSC had 6 boats finish out of 11 boats who 
registered. In the non-spinnaker fleet, GSC had 5 boats racing versus HISC's 
6 boats. In the spinnaker fleet, GSC had one boat race versus 3 for HISC. 
HISC had 3 multihulls race while GSC had none this year.  

Though generally a good sailing day, the seas were a little rough which ac-
counted for several boats dropping out. Despite the fewer number of boats, 
GSC did well. Congratulations are 
in order for all the GSC members who raced, but particularly the following: 
In the non-spin fleet, GSC boat "Puff" with skipper Richie Goldstein placed 
first with GSC boat "Clementine" with skipper Eric Kobrin placing second.  

Our own "Sundance" skippered by Bob Anglin finished in third place in 
the spinnaker fleet.  

So despite fewer boats GSC finished a close second to HISC with 18 
points to their 23 points awarded to the boats who finished. In fact, if 
one of the boats who raced for GSC last year but switched to HISC this 
year had stayed with GSC, GSC would have won the 2016 Broward 
Cup!!  Official race results were emailed to members on 
March 15, 2016. 
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From:  Gulfstream Sailing Club 

            P.O. Box 1124 

            Fort Lauderdale, FL  33302 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

                                  

HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY! 

A special thanks to Roman Gastesi, who offered his home for our St. Patrick’s Day Party! 


