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 Tiller Tales  
             July,  2009 

             From The Helm           

 Your Commodore Astrid Hunton at the St. Patricksõs 

Day Raftup. 

  This year has been a busy and tough 

year. The club has gone through changes 

and has seen a dwindling membership 

which also leads to a dwindling cash 

reserve. We have had our vice 

commodore step down, the website 

broke and the IRS would like a few 

dollars from the club. All in all, not the 

year I had hoped for but, everything 

happens for a reason. 

What I want to see happen is for club 

members to participate. You didnõt read 

the word òvolunteeró, the word you read 

was PARTICIPATE. 

I have been very lucky with the board, 

flag officers, cruising and lake officers 

this year. They have all been working 

hard at their assigned tasks to complete 

them and make the most of what there. 

 We have had 2 beer can races and only 

1 boat has shown up at the line.  Both of 

the days the races were held were 

beautiful weather for a sail. The summer 

sailstice sail was the most disappointing 

since we talked about it at the June 

meeting and sent out notices for the 

race. We will continue to have beer can 

races throughout the summer. Come out 

and enjoy a casual summer sail with 

friends and get in a bit of friendly rivalry. 

Beer Cans are scheduled for 6/26, 7/25, 

8/22. We can schedule more if more 

people are interested.   

                               (Continued Page2) 

                                  From The Editor  

 Your editor has been traveling a lot since March, to Ocala, 

Raleigh, New Jersey and to the Abacos on a Moorings charter 

40 ft catamaran, named ISLAND GIRL ,  With the web site 

broken , we had an excuse not to publish in April, May , but 

June is our fault.  We have lots of news, cruising and even a 

racing story in this issue. Your editor visited the Lake Learn to 

Sail program on Waterway Cleanup Day, trimmed a lot of 

bushes and had a great sense of accomplishment, even with 

the sore hands from the machete. We need some more 

volunteers to make Saturday morning at the Lake their 

participation in GSC. Enjoy the pictures .   

 Franz Walkow - editor 
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We will be holding a big boat/little boat party at the Lake on July 19 starting at 10am. 

For Social, we had a successful 4th of July party and great fireworks at the Swinghammers. We have 

plans for a Share Your Cruising Stories Party ( AKA 2nd Annual Post Bahamas Party) at the Walkows Pool 

July 25th. The Annual Beach Bash will be held August 15th at the home of Mike & Jan Rush. 

Cruising had a busy spring with successful raft ups for  St Patrickõs Day and the Chili Cook off Las Olas. 

(See the photos in this issue).  The Haul Over and Memorial Day cruises were not so well attended but 

weather played a big role in at least one of those dates. We will have more cruising events and hope to 

see more people out and participating. 

The Future of the club 

We need to start thinking about next yearõs flag and board officers. 

We need to think about who will be commodore and rear commodore. We also need to find volunteers for 

cruising and racing chairs.  Do you know of someone who would be good for a position? Speak to any of 

the flag officers in person, by phone or via email. 

Many clubs are having a tough time holding their membership together and holding activities that people 

will attend. The clubs that are successful are clubs that people reach out and welcome new members and 

where existing members stay active and involved. Our club is down to about 120 members and we need 

everyone to be involved and stay active. Help make our club a success and not just something that we 

talk about or say that we are members of the club. Talk is just that, action is more fun! 

Your Commodore  -  Astrid Hunton 

 

 From the Helm  (continued) 

 Chili Cookoff 

Raftup off Las 

Olas 
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                                                News and Events  -   Astrid Hunton Reports 

Annual GSC Beach Bash  Saturday August 15th  

At the home of Mike and Jan Rush. You can arrive by boat, foot, bike or car; parking is limited so plan 

accordingly. Nancy Marsh and Robyn Medlin will be your party masters this year. Offer to lend a hand with 

the grill or prep and have a great time. Emails will follow as will announcements at the July and August 

meetings on time and other details 

Boatathalon   -  Save the date September 19th 

Prepare yourself for the best organized, thought provoking boatathalon we have seen maybe in the 

history of Boathalon. Make sure to attend the August and September meetings to get clues, figure out the 

theme and prepare your ship to take on the challenge! 

Super Sailmakers  

Deserves a big thank you for supporting our club in many activities. Besides making sails that make our 

boats fast and providing great customer service, Bob Meagher has helped us with flags for the 

Gulfstream Regatta and is helping with flags for the Boathalon.  Thanks Bob and Super Sailmakers 

Lauderdale- Key west News 

The Fort Lauderdale Key West trophy has been found and refurbished. The trophy was missing in action 

since 2005 when it was last updated with Bandana as the winner that year. This year the organizers of 

the Fort Lauderdale-Key West race decided not to present a trophy to the GSC boat due to the club trophy 

being missing for so long. The problem was they didnõt tell any GSC member or even the people who 

organized the trophies. Amazingly enough, the trophy was sitting in the storage locker, a bit worse for 

wear but still intact. Where it has been for 4 years, no one seems to know. The plaque was missing and 

the trophy a bit scuffed. I took it to the person I knew can do wonders with wood, Bill Bradley. Bill gave the 

trophy a bit of TLC and it is now restored to its original beauty. The trophy will be presented at the August 

meeting for all to see. It will also begin to make yearly appearances at the Lauderdale-Key West Regatta 

party and be presented to the GSC boat that finishes the Lauderdale-Key West race with the best time. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

Regatta Time In The Abacos- ABACOS, Bahamas 7/3-11 

Learn to Sail- lake- adult 7/5                                Kids camp at the lake- 7/6  

Learn to sail ð lake- adult continued- 7/12         Learn to sail- lake- adult ð 7/19  

Big boat/little boat ð lake- 7/19                           Beer can  - 7/25  

 2nd Annual Post Bahamas Party at Walkowõs Pool - 7/25     

 Pitcairn- 8/8                                                           Beach party 8/15 

Beer can -8/22                                                       Labor Day in Bay? 
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                         The ever present ferry to the dock 

There are rumors circulating in the club surrounding the financial situation of the club. The club has 

money in both our checking account and our mutual fund.  

We are in discussions with the IRS due to incomplete tax filings in 2006 & 2007. The club used H&R 

Block for tax preparation and one year, incomplete documents were filed and another year the club filed 

the documents late. Helen Swinghammer is working with H&R Block and the IRS to clear up any issues 

and to try to prevent the club from having to pay taxes and or late fees. 

The club reserves have dwindled due to the membership dropping from 300+ members  in years past to 

only 100+ plus members for 2009. The decision to give everyone a break and reduce the fees by $25 

also cut into the club reserves by about $2000.  We will be making the most of the situation and we will 

continue to hold club events. You may have to pay a few dollars to participate but that is how we have 

always done this in the past and we will continue to do so in the future. 

We need to get our membership up and by doing that our financial woes will take care of themselves. To 

get new members, we need to welcome new members and get them involved in activities. Step out of 

your safety zone of friends and say òhió to a new member, maybe even take them out sailing or offer to go 

out with them! 

 Linda Gossett ñ Treasurer 

                                                                        Treasurers Report    

Nancy Who???? Where is Nancy for the 

Summer ?!? 


