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 Tiller Tales  
             November 10,  2009 

             From The Helm           

 Commotion Under the Moon - Pitcairn Race 

  I am writing this from the boat as we sail to Miami 

for the Columbus Day Regatta. In the past few 

weeks I have come to realize how much I value my 

time on the boat.  After traveling for 2 weeks, flying 

through 5 airports;   a day on the boat, even just 

cleaning her, was welcome. In the mean time, I was 

lucky enough to share a beautiful sunset and 

moonrise with friends/club members on the 

Pitcairn race. 

I wish that more people would have brought out 

their boats to participate but those of us out there 

really enjoyed it. 

As Commodore this year,  I have made a point to 

have events scheduled at different times and days 

to hopefully allow more people the freedom to join 

in. I am not really sure if this method helped or if 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦŜŜƭ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ   ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ 

ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΣ 

please share ideas for next year.  We will continue 

to try to get feedback from the membership in an 

effort to get more of you on the water. We have at 

least 4 more on the water events occurring this 

year. I hope as you read Tiller Tales you will find 

some events that you can participate in. 

Where has Racing Gone?  

I have heard people over the years make comments 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ά²Ƙȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ L ǊŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 

ŘƻŜǎΚέ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ άōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ 

like to use your boat and using your boat makes you 

ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŀƛƭƻǊέ                           ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ tŀƎŜнύ 

  

                                  From The Editor  

 Due to procrastination and overcoming a severe case of 

writers block, your editor has gotten lots of input for this 

issue.  Also lots of updates from your Commodore.   

Thanks.  

Mostly cruising adventures, but the GSC Regatta is 

coming up this weekend so look forward to some racey 

racing pictures.  We are really electronic now, with a 

Facebook page, a reworked (and working) web site, 

timely e-mail announcements and eventually Tiller Tales.  

Enjoy the pictures .   

 Franz Walkow  
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

come out.  This year, races have been held at varying times and dates in an attempt to get people out on the 

water. Now you, the members of the club need to bring your boats out on the water.  We have at least 3 

more races this year so mark your calendars! 

San Francisco 

I was in San Francisco for a week and on a Saturday drove from the east side of the Bay all the way around 

through San Francisco, over the Golden Gate Bridge and back around to the east Bay again. The drive started 

around 11 am and lasted until 6 pm that night. What I saw was an amazing number of people enjoying their 

boats. St Francis YC, Golden Gate YC, San Francisco YC and the Sausalito YC were all out racing and enjoying 

the beautiful weather.  There had to be over 100 boats on the water between the area and races were being 

held everywhere. I had to ask myself why people were out racing with such zeal when they had to deal with 

bizarre currents, fluky winds, large ships and freezing cold water. The two points that came to mind were the 

desire to enjoy the weather while they could and those people really wanted to be out on their boats.  Sailors 

in San Francisco really love to race. 

I know there are other areas across the U.S. that share this same enthusiasm for racing. It was just great to 

see it in person. 

Volunteers needed  

Volunteers are needed for the GSC Regatta. We need people to assist on the committee boat, assist on the 

mark boats and assist with general party readiness and clean up. If you have ever wanted to understand 

more about racing, helping on the committee or mark boats is a great way to learn. You can be taught exactly 

what is needed and you get the best seats in the house. Your help is needed and would be greatly 

appreciated. Contact Astrid Hunton at strid@mindspring.com 

 We need a volunteer to organize a raft up for the Boat Parade. If someone would like to organize the event, 

please contact one of the 

Flag officers or Board 

members.    

Your Commodore  -  

Astrid Hunton 

 

 From the Helm  (continued) 

mailto:strid@mindspring.com
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                                                News and Events  -   Astrid Hunton Reports 

Up Coming  EVENTS 

November 14  our 18th annual GSC Regatta. 

Thanksgiving Raft Up at Haulerover Beach with Bev and John Schaeffer on Permanent Vacation as host. 

December 12th is the Boat Parade raft up (tentative)  

December 19 will be the Commodores Cup and party. 

Change of Command Friday January 22, 2010 at the Lighthouse Point Yacht Club.   

Beer Can Series  

The summer Beer Can series is completed. Races were held mainly on Saturday nights. We had a few 

core boats racing and others who rotated in and out for a change of pace and a little fun on the water. 

Beer Cans are a great time to experience òracingó at its mellowest. The starts are straight forward with a 

long starting line, the course is wide open and familiar and the sunsets are usually quite nice. Beer Cans 

are the perfect way to learn more about your boat and have fun with friends.  We will welcome Beer can 

races back next year in the summer. Thanks to all who participated! 

Pitcairn 

The evening of the Pitcairn was beautiful, a full sunset and a full moon all within minutes of each other. The 

ǎǳƴǎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎǳƭŀǊ L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΩǎ Ǌŀȅǎ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

the east sky, a full moon rose and finished off the beautiful show by nature.  We had 4 boats on the water 

with at least 12 club members on board. I was saddened that other boats were not able to attend since they 

missed a spectacular sight and a less than boring race. 

The race started at 19:00 hours and finished around 23:00 hours.  The boats participating were Mostly 

Harmless, Survivor, Cabo Frio and Commotion. The wind was light and variable. The 20 mile race was at times 

a bit frustrating with the wind between 7-17 knots.  The fishing boats were out and acting as the usual 

ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŀƛƭƻǊǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀŘ н ōƻŀǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǇƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇέ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ άǇƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǇέ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ 

ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ōƻŀǘΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ άƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΚέ ǘƘŜȅ ōƭǳǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ άƘƻƭȅ ǎƳƻƪŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ 

ōƻŀǘέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƎƭƛŘŜŘ ǎƛƭŜƴǘƭȅ ǇŀǎǘΦ 

The night ended with Mostly Harmless crossing the finish line first, Commotion 2ndΣ /ŀōƻ CǊƛƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ 

finish time and Survivor retired an hour into the race. 

Fall Race and House PARRRRRRRRRRRty 

Saturday October 24 GSC held a race off the beach of Fort Lauderdale. Four boats participated in nice sailing 

beezes until the wind died for a while mid course.  Of course the wind came back, and a great race ensued. 

Roman and Suzy Gastasi hosted the after race party at their lovely home in Fort Luaderdale.  Robyn Medlin , 

our social chair did a great job of organizing and Doris White served  a powerful rum punch behind the bar 

most of the evening.   There was plenty of food and music around the pool.  

The 2nd !ƴƴǳŀƭ ά.ŜŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ōǳŎƪŜǘ wŜƎŀǘǘŀέ όƛΦŜΦΥ ƘƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ōƻŀǘύ ǿŀǎ  ƘŜƭŘ ǇƻƻƭǎƛŘŜΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀ 

ǎŀƛƭōƻŀǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ōŜŜǊ Ŏŀƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ōǳŎƪŜǘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ άǎǘǳŦŦέΦ     {ŜŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎΦ  
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Columbus Day Regatta     The Columbus Day regatta was held this year during record high temperatures 

and brilliant blue skies. For a change there was wind on both Saturday and Sunday. There we some 

exciting starts on Sunday with the wind were being lighter and skippers pushing the envelope to reach the 

start at exactly the right moment. 

GSC was represented by Patriot in the multi hull class, Yellow Jacket in PHRF, Survivor in Gunk Hole and 

Commotion in ARC. Results have not been tallied but we can hope that a few of your fellow club members 

will receive a phone call on Thursday requesting their presence at the Saturday October 17th trophy 

presentation.   (Editorõs Note: Commotion won 1st in their section and attended the trophy presentation.) 

The regatta committee held a barbeque at Coral Reef Yacht club on Saturday night in an attempt to allow 

the racers a fun, safe alternative to the party/melee that occurs at Elliot Key.  It looked like at least ¾ of 

the fleet went back to Coral Reef or avoided the unofficial party at Elliot this year. The unofficial party at 

Elliot was very subdued. The enforcement officers seemed to be offering more ice packs for faces due to 

gunwale falls than any other service.  It was good to see that the unofficial party has been òcontrolledó to 

some point. 

Annual GSC Regatta      The GSC Regatta is scheduled for Sat November 14th at 11:00.  There are 17 

boats registered .  The 17 boats have signed up with preferences.  According to the preferences there 

would be 5 classes.  Astrid Hunton and Chris Woolsey have combined some and created 3 classes.  The 

post Regatta party has moved to the Club house at the Swinghammerõs condo; 4050 N Atlantic Blvd 

Lauderdale by the Sea. Finger foods and rum, beer and wine at $2.00 will be available.   Chris is going to 

be PRO.  Pete Ackerman will set marks.  Franz will take pictures with Janice and  Shelley driving their 

boat. 

Lake Report    Gulfstream Sailing Club Fall IV, this coming Saturday Nov 14 at Sailors Point, Hollywood. 

Skippers meeting at 11:00 AM, race starts shortly there after. Race fee $5.00 

We also lend Sunfish for a donation of $5.00 for members and $10.00 for non-members. 

Life jackets and water shoes required. 

 

Directions to Sailors Point in Hollywood are:   From 95 get off on Sheridan and go East to Federal Hwy., at 

Federal go South (right) to Johnson St., at Johnson go East (left) to 10th Ave., at 10th go South (right) to 

Northlake Drive, at N. L. Dr. go East (left) to end of Northlake Drive, then South (right) to gate into Sailors 

Point. 

Hope to see you there, 

Luis Oliveira 

The commodoreõs cup is scheduled for 12/5.  The current kids learn to sail completes 11/15.  He is 

starting a class for  8 or 9 kids Learn to Sail class which is free, the dates are based on holiday schedules 

to encourage participation. The dates are 11/11 , 11/30, 12/21 , 12/22 &  1/18.  There are no adult 

learn to sail plans for the remainder of 2009.   

 

   News and Events   (continued) 
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GSC Facebook Page  Facebook is a global social networking website where users can add friends, send 

them messages, share photos, and notify friends about themselves. Additionally, users can join networks 

organized by city, workplace, school, and region. Join the Gulfstream Sailing Club Facebook page to stay 

connected with the club and its members, learn about upcoming events and races, and have fun. The 

Facebook page is designed to compliment the Gulfstream website, TillerTales and formal e-mail 

announcements.  Thanks to Scott L. Lindars for setting it up. 

 

 

 
Create a new account by filling in the required fields. Skip this step if you already have an account. 

 
After creating an account, you will be logged into your profile, also known as your òwalló 

Add the Gulfstream Sailing Club by typing the name into the search field, located in the upper right corner. 

 

Join the group by clicking Join this Group 

 

After adding the club, you will see other members you already know. Click on a memberõs photo that you want to connect with. 

Next you will need to add the person as a friend; in the same manner you joined the clubs page. 

 

- 

 

                                        Gulfstream Sailing Club Facebook Account Setup  -  Courtesy of Scott Lindars 
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          2nd Annual Beer Can Bucket Regatta  -  Oct 24 

     Building The Winner 

    Working on Rum Punch 

It Wonõt Work !! 
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          Pictures From 2nd Annual Beer Can bucket regatta 

       The Winner  -    

     Big Sail, and RUDDER ! 

           The RACE ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Sailé..Needed a Rudder 


